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Art Enrichment Lesson Plan 
Grade 5 

***Please check with teacher ahead of time to make sure there 

is a CD player in the classroom.  If not, you will need to 

arrange for one. 
 

MASTERPIECES: 
 Tomorrow I May Be Far Away (Xerox) 

 Jammin’  at the Savoy 

 Return of the Prodigal Son 

 Soul History 
 

ARTIST: 
Romare Bearden (pronounced ro-MAYRE BEER-den) 

 

BOOK: 
 Li’l Dan the Drummer Boy by Romare Bearden 

 Narrated by Maya Angelou (about 9 minutes) 
 

MUSIC: 
 Romare Bearden Revealed CD by Branford Marsalis 

 (Sea Breeze- track #3)  

(Music is played during the Hands-On Experience) 
 

VOCABULARY: 
 Collage- a work of art created by gluing bits of paper, fabric, scraps, 

photographs to a flat surface. 

 Representational Art- art that is presented similar to the way and 

object or a scene looks. 
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MATERIALS: 
 Plastic Boxes of magazine cut-outs of body parts (small/large images) and Things 

(buildings, animate/inanimate objects, nature)- 3 per student 

 9”x12” black construction paper (for background)- 1 per student 

 4 ½”x 6” Multi-Cultural construction paper- 1 per student 

 Oil Pastels- 1 box per student (or a few may share) 

 Tray of ‘scrap’ pieces of colored paper (for details) 

 Scissors- students provide 

 Glue Sticks- 1 per student 

 Newspaper- 1 piece to cover desk 

 

SET-UP DEMONSTRATION STATION: 
Choose a table that students will later gather around while you demonstrate the project 

step by step.  Have your supplies laid out and ready to go.  Keep your samples within 

easy reach. 

 

PREPARATION: 
 Set up CD player for book on CD and music CD. 

 Open and lay out boxes with magazine cut-outs on a centrally located, empty 

table.  It would be best if students could reach boxes from both sides of table so 

the maximum amount of students could be selecting images at one time. 

 On another table, fan out multicultural construction paper so students can see 

choices. 

 Set out the box of ‘scrap’ colored paper if anyone wants to use it for a detail. 

 Cover desks with newspaper, then, place a set of oil pastels and 1 piece black 

construction paper. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
Gain students attention.  Introduce yourself and other volunteers.  Explain that this is the 

Art Enrichment Program and parents get to come to their classroom four (4) times a year 

to learn about artists and have fun making art.   

 

REVIEW: 
Review previous classroom Art Enrichment lessons.  “Does anyone remember one of the 

artists we already learned about?  What was special or interesting about that artist’s 

work”, etc.   

 

DISCUSS ARTIST, MASTERWORKS, & POSTERS: 
Gather students around to a floor location so that they can view the poster close up.  

Discuss the artist using the biography information.  Present the masterwork(s) and invite 

discussion through observation and questions.  Ask questions from the Questions List (in 

your lesson folder) as needed.   
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STATE OBJECTIVE: 
Today we will create portrait collages in the style of Romare Bearden using cut-outs and 

oil pastels. 

 
DEMONSTRATE PROCESS: 
***Note to volunteer:  Watch the clock to pace this project so you don’t run out of 

time.  Cutting out images takes time.   Allow 15-20 minutes to glue and fill in with oil 

pastels. 

 Suggest that students come up with a message or ‘story’ to tell with the portrait 

they will create. (For example: ‘World Peace’ might have the image of earth, 

different color hands, a peace symbol surrounding the multi-cultural facial parts; 

‘Animals’ may have a face with different animal facial parts surrounded by 

animals; ‘Mother Earth’ may have trees for eyes and a human mouth; ‘Urban’ 

could have cars and city images surrounding the face with a building for a hat.  

Suggestions for a story: a great family vacation, a favorite sport/hobby, a happy or 

sad experience, something personal about themselves.) 

 Explain that students will first look through the boxes for images to surround the 

edges of the paper and facial features for their ‘face’.  Allow only 3 images to be 

placed around the edge for the background.  Otherwise, they take too many and it 

becomes a free-for-all picture.  They may fill in the background with the oil 

pastels and/or cut-out images from scrap paper. 

 Then, they will choose a face color from the multi-cultural paper and cut out an 

oval shape. 

 Students will cut out the 3 images they selected and, then, decide on their 

placement along with the face oval.   

****It’s okay to have the face on top of an image or to overlap images.  It creates 

layers and interest. 

 Now, they can cut out different facial features (eyes, nose, mouth, ears) from 

different people to create their portrait.  Try one large eye and one small eye; one 

black ear and one white ear; and animal nose and a human mouth, etc.  Perhaps 

they want to cut a hat out of scrap paper and place it on top of the head. 

 When satisfied with their arrangement, they may glue the images and oval in 

place. 

****Note to volunteer: Please point out that Bearden used paint with his collages.  

Students will be using oil pastels for this lesson. 

 After everything is glued in place, they can use the oil pastels to add hair, 

symbols, a mole, drawings, etc. to their collages for another dimension. 

 

HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE: 
 Play music CD track #3 Sea Breeze written by Romare Bearden while the 

students work independently. 

 Have students write name on back of paper. 

 Remind students to decide on the message/’story’ they want to tell in their portrait 

collage. 
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 Have the students go to the table with the cut-outs and select facial features and 3 

images to place around the edge of the paper that will tell their story best.   

 Have them choose a ‘face’ color from the multi-cultural paper. 

 After all the students have selected images and are busy cutting and gluing, play 

the book CD.  The book CD, written by Bearden/ narrated by Maya Angelou, 

lasts about 9 minutes.  Show pictures in the book by walking around.  Explain it 

was illustrated by Bearden.  

 They can arrange images along the edges of the black paper or to one side of the 

paper and glue in place. 

 Next, have them cut out an oval in the ‘face’ color they chose.   

 Have the cut out different facial features to create their face. 

 After the features are glued in place, they can glue the face in place on the black 

paper. 

 With oil pastels, they can add details like hair, hat, symbols, etc. 

 Use scrap paper to add details as well. 

 

CLEAN-UP: 
Gather unused supplies, CDs, books, and posters. 

 

CLOSE: 
Review the facts about Romare Bearden and check for understanding.  Discuss their 

collages and have them contrast/compare theirs to Bearden’s. 

. 

 


