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Art Enrichment Lesson Plan 

Grade 4 
***Please check with teacher ahead of time to make sure there 

is a CD player in the classroom.  If not, you will need to 

arrange for one. 

 

MASTERPIECES: 

 Hunters in the Snow, 1565 by Pieter Bruegel the Elder 

 The Harvesters, by Pieter Bruegel the Elder 

 The Importance of Knowing Perspective, 18
th

 Century  
by William Hogarth (Note:  This is not by Bruegel) 

 

ARTIST: 

Pieter Bruegel the Elder (pronounced PEE-tur BROO-g’l) 

 

BOOK: 

 Pieter Bruegel by Mike Venezia 

 

MUSIC: 
 Music CD- The Harpsichord in the Netherlands 

(Music is played during the Hands-On Experience) 

 

VOCABULARY: 
 Landscape- a picture of land or natural scenery 

 Perspective- the ability to show objects on a flat surface as they 

appear spatially in real life.  (making things appear close or far away) 

 Horizon Line- the place where the land and sky seem to meet. 

 Foreground- the part of a picture that seems to be the closest to the 

viewer. 

 Middleground- the central part of the picture, not the closest or the 

farthest 

 Background- the part of the picture that seems to be the farthest away 

from the viewer. 

 Vanishing Point- a point on the horizon where receding parallel lines 

seem to meet. 
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MATERIALS: 
 12x18 white construction paper- 1 per student 

 12” rulers- 1 per student 

 Black marker for volunteer to use during demonstration 

 Pencils- students to provide 

 Erasers- students to provide 

 Masking Tape- 1 to 2 rolls use as needed to tape demonstration paper to white 

board 

 

PREPARATION: 
 Pass out 12x18 White construction paper and ask students to take out a pencil and 

eraser. 

 Set up CD player for the music CD. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
Gain students attention.  Introduce yourself and other volunteers.  Explain that this is the 

Art Enrichment Program and parents get to come to their classroom four (4) times a year 

to learn about artists and have fun making art. 

 

REVIEW: 
Review previous classroom Art Enrichment projects.  “Does anyone remember one of the 

artists we already learned about?  What was special or interesting about that artist’s 

work?” etc.   

 

DISCUSS ARTIST, MASTERWORK(S), & POSTER(S): 
 

Please see the information on discussing perspective inside the bin! 

 
Gather students to a floor location so that they can view the posters close up.  Please read 

Pieter Bruegel by Mike Venezia.  Discuss the artist using the biography information.  

Present the masterwork(s) and invite discussion through observation and questions.   

This lesson focuses on perspective, so be sure to focus on horizon line, size relationships, 

and the vanishing point in the masterwork(s).  Draw attention to how Hogarth’s The 

Importance of Knowing Perspective breaks the rules.   

 

STATE OBJECTIVE: 
Today we will create a drawing using some principles or rules that artists use to show 

perspective or distance in their art.  In other words, we are going to practice how to make 

things look like they are close or far in a drawing.  
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DEMONSTRATE PROCESS: 
This experience/project works best as a “follow along” rather than a demonstration, so 

send each student back to their desks and talk the students through the lesson step by 

step.   

 

HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE: 
 Play music CD quietly in the background while the students work. 

1. Tape a 12x18 piece of white construction paper to the white board.  Explain that 

students will use a pencil; however, you will demonstrate using a black marker so 

that everyone can easily see. 

2. Let’s begin by drawing a horizon line.  Remind the students that a horizon line is 

the place where the land and sky seem to meet.  This line can be straight or 

bumpy.  Let’s place our horizon line a little more than halfway up our paper.  

Students can choose a straight or bumpy horizon line. 

 

 

 

3. The next thing we will add is a road.  Our road will look smaller the farther away 

it is.  It will seem to disappear at the vanishing point.  Place a dot right on the 

horizon line to represent your vanishing point. 

 

 

 

 

4. Now we will draw two (2) points at the bottom of the paper.  They will be the 

sides of the road.   

 

 

 

 

5. Using your ruler connect each point at the bottom to the vanishing point.  

****Check to see that all students have their road drawn in the middle of the 

paper as shown here.  If not, other steps will become difficult. 

 

6. Next, let’s add the lines that go down the center of the road.  So that they will be 

in perspective and show distance, we will make them longer in the foreground 

(bottom of the paper), medium length as we go up to the middleground, and very 

short as we get to the horizon line and the vanishing point.   
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7. Next, we are going to add a 3-dimensional house to our perspective picture.  The 

front of the house will look wider than the back, just like the road looks wider in 

the foreground and narrower in the background.  Draw a house using a triangle 

and a square to the right of the road that will look flat. 

 

 

 

 

8. Now, we will use the vanishing point to help guide our lines and make the house 

look 3-dimensional instead of flat.  Draw a tiny dot on the top of the roof. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Draw a light line with your pencil using your ruler to connect the roof to the 

vanishing point.  Part of this line will later be erased so draw it lightly.  Repeat 

with the left bottom point of the roof triangle to the vanishing point and the left 

bottom point of the house. 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Now we will shorten the house because it looks unnaturally long.  This part is 

tricky because everyone wants to cut off the back of the house with a straight line, 

but we need to use lines that are parallel to the house side and the roof line.   

***This is often difficult for students.  You will probably need to circulate around 

the room and help “fix”.   

 

 

 

 

 

11. Once the house has been shortened, erase the rest of the lines connecting the 

house to the vanishing point on the horizon line.   

 

 

 

 

 

12. Now, let’s add some details in perspective.  Let’s start with trees.  Trees in the 

foreground area should be large; in the middleground, medium size; in the 

background, small. 
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13. Let’s add cars and snowmen, and a detail of the student’s choice too.  Remember- 

large, medium, small. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14. Add some snow capped mountains lightly in the distance- things look lighter the 

farther away they are. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLEAN-UP: 
Return rulers and markers to the bin. 

 

CLOSE: 
Review the lesson and biography information on Pieter Bruegel the Elder and check for 

understanding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


