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Art Enrichment Lesson Plan 
Grade K 

***Please check with teacher ahead of time to make sure there 

is a CD player in the classroom.  If not, you will need to 

arrange for one. 

  

MASTERPIECE(S): 
 Untitled, 1961 

 Candy Cane 

 

ARTIST: 
Alexander Calder (pronounced KOL-der) 

 

BOOK: 
 Don’t Worry, Be Happy by Alexander Calder 

 Can You Find It Outside? By Jessica Schulte  
(for closing activity use 1

st
  half of book) 

 

MUSIC: 
 Music CD- Don’t Worry, Be Happy by Bobby McFerrin (music is 

played during the Hands-On Experience) 
 

MATERIALS: 
 Tempera Paint- yellow, black, red, and blue, put in palette 

 9x12” white construction paper- 1 per student 

 ½ “ black bristle paintbrush- 1 per student 

 Water cups (yogurt cups)- 1 per student (located in the art cabinet) 

 Newspaper- 1 per student 

 6-well plastic palette- 1 per student 

 

SET-UP DEMONSTRATION STATION: 
Choose a table that students will later gather around while you demonstrate the project 

step by step.  Have your supplies laid out and ready to go.  Keep your samples within 

easy reach.   
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PREPARATION: 
 Place newspaper at each seat. 

 Pass out one paintbrush to each seat.   

 Place a small amount of each paint color in a palette for each student.  Do not pass 

these out until the Hands-On Experience. 

 Fill a water cup for rinsing their brush for each student. 

 Set up CD player for music 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
Gain students attention.  Introduce yourself and other volunteers.  Explain that this is the 

Art Enrichment Program and parents get to come to their classroom four (4) times a year 

to learn about artists and have fun making art.   

 

REVIEW: 
Review previous classroom Art Enrichment Projects.  “Does anyone remember one of the 

artists we already learned about?  What was special or interesting about that artist’s 

work?” Etc.   

 

DISCUSS ARTIST, MASTERWORKS, & POSTERS: 
Gather students to a floor location so that they can view the posters close up.  Read Don’t 

Worry, Be Happy by Alexander Calder.  Discuss the artist using the biography 

information.  Present the masterwork(s) and invite discussion through observation and 

questions using the Questions List (in your lesson plan folder) as needed.   

 

STATE OBJECTIVE: 
Today, we are going to use different types of lines and shapes to create our own art just 

like Alexander Calder did. 

 

DEMONSTRATE PROCESS: 
 Show students the sample(s) for the project.   

 Show the students how we are going to apply paint to the paper.  

  Talk about the different line types they can use (straight, bumpy, squiggly, short, 

long, etc.).   

 Demonstrate how to rinse the brush off in water and reload with another color.   

 Ask students what different shapes you can use.  

 Encourage students to use their imagination.   

 

HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE: 
 Send the students back to their desks.  

 At this time, pass out the paint palettes that were prepared ahead of time.    

 Play the music CD, Don’t Worry, Be Happy by Bobby McFerrin while the 

students paint their shapes, lines, and squiggles. 
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CLEAN-UP: 
Have the students wash their hands.  Gather up paintbrushes and rinse off.  Please store 

the paintbrushes upright after they are cleaned.  Recycle newspaper and clean the 

palettes.  Leave plastic bin open in the Art Enrichment Supply Room to allow brushes 

and palettes to air dry. 

 

CLOSE: 
Discuss what the students painted today and how it compares to Calder’s paintings.  Do 

the closing activity with the Can You Find it Outside? book (1
st
 half only).   


