
Art Enrichment  

Artist Biography 

Grade 6 
***Please do not read the biographical information word for word to 

the class.  Paraphrasing would be best.   

 

Christo Vladmirov Javacheff  
(pronounced KREE-stoe VLAD-mir-off JAV-a-chef) 

Bulgaria, 1935-Present 

 

Jeanne-Claude Denat de Guillebon 
(pronounced jeen-CLAWD da-NOT de-Gee-bone) 

Morocco, 1935-2009 

Installation Artists 

 
 Christo Vladmirov Javacheff was born to Vladimir, a scientist, and Tseveta, a secretary, 

at the Academy of Fine Arts in Sofia, Bulgaria.  Christo’s great grandfather, Fredrich Fleischer, 

invented a more modern process for mass producing ball bearings.  Christo inherited a large 

amount of Fredrich Fleischer’s estate after his death, but chose to live modestly, living off his art 

and investing all of his inheritance into charitable organizations.   

 In Christo’s youth, he enjoyed theatre and did Shakespeare plays.  When he went to the 

Academy of Fine Arts, he did not like how strict the socialist curriculum was, where everyone 

learned the same thing.  This was imposed by the Communist Party, the strict and controlling 

political party in Eastern Europe at the time.  Christo ended up at Sofia Academy studying art.  

He was able to escape the Communist state by bribing a railroad official.  He stowed away on a 

train transporting medicine and medical supplies to Austria.  He moved around Europe so much 

that he lost citizenship to any country and became a stateless citizen.  Christo lived in Paris poor 

and alone. 

 Jeanne-Claude was born in Casablanca, Morocco into poverty.  Her family begged for 

money on the streets.  Her parents divorced just after her birth.  Her mother eventually remarried 

the influential General Jacques de Guillebon. 

 Christo and Jeanne-Claude met when he painted a portrait of Jeanne-Claude’s mother. 

Christo and Jeanne-Claude were both born on June 13, 1935.  They were married even though 

Jeanne-Claude’s family did not like Christo because he was not well-to-do.  They had a son, 

Cyril, in 1960.   

 Their first large installation was an ‘iron curtain’ which was a statement against the 

Berlin Wall.  They blocked a street off with oil drum barrels.  At this same time, he had his first 

exhibition at an art gallery, but became more famous for the ‘Iron Curtain’ installation than for 

his gallery showing. 

  

 

 

 



 

Christo and Jeanne-Claude have been married for over 40 years and create environmental 

installation art all over the world.  They will spend, sometimes, years getting permission from the 

city officials to create their projects and do not believe in asking for donations to fund them.  It 

takes a lot of people to wrap projects like a bridge, a coastline, or a government building.  Miles 

and miles of fabric, rope, and other materials need to meet certain qualifications to make the 

project successful.  This requires factory manufacturing and large amounts of money.  So years 

before they can do the installation, they sell sketches of the work they hope to create to fund 

every project.  Many detailed sketches are drawn and they sell for quit a bit of money.   

Jean-Claude died on November 18, 2009. 


