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Art Enrichment Lesson Plan 
Grade 5 

***Please check with teacher ahead of time to make sure there 

is a CD player in the classroom.  If not, you will need to 

arrange for one. 
 

MASTERPIECES: 

 Large Phil- fingerprint, 1979 

 Self-Portrait, 2000-2001 

 Poster Board of various photos 

 2 Photos (laminated on black paper) 
 

ARTIST: 
 Chuck Close 
 

MUSIC: 
 Music CD- Music from the American Century: Whitney Museum of 

American Art (music is played during the Hands-On Experience) 
 

VOCABULARY: 
 Photorealism- a style of painting that resembles a high resolution 

photograph 

 Grid Method- used by ancient Egyptians and Leonardo Da Vinci, the 

Grid Method is a technique that involves overlaying a grid onto an 

original image and placing a matching grid pattern onto a canvas for 

painting.  Math skills are required to determine the size of the squares 

and grid pattern.   
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MATERIALS: 
 6”x6” white construction paper- 1 per student 

 Container of 1”x1” images (28 in all)- 1 per student 

 Bag of fill-in 6”x6” reproductions (1,2,3,4,7,10,14, and 26) 

 Bags of demonstration samples/fill-ins- #5 and #15 (1” and 6” square per bag) 

 Multicultural colored pencils- to be shared among students 

 Colored pencils- students to share.  Art Enrichment ones are marked with tape.  

Please make sure they are returned. 

 Eraser- students provide 

 Ruler- students provide 

 Laminated 30”x45” colored butcher paper with 6”, 28 square grid 

 Masking tape- 2 rolls 

 Pencil sharpeners- 10 

 
SET-UP DEMONSTRATION STATION: 
Choose a table that students will later gather around while you demonstrate the project 

step by step.  Have your supplies laid out and ready to go.  Keep your samples within 

easy reach. 

 

PREPARATION: 
 The surprise completed picture is created by assembling 28-6 inch squares on the 

colored butcher paper.  Each square is numbered so you will know where to place 

it on the grid.  If your class has less than 28 students, there are pre-made squares 

that can be used to complete or finish the “missing” spots. 

 Take out squares #5 and #15 and place them at the Demonstration Station.   

 Have multicultural pencils available if a 1”x1” image uses browns. 

 Place one 6”x6” white paper and one 1”x1”image on each desk. 

 Ask students to take out their colored pencils, an eraser, and a ruler. 

 Tape butcher paper with grid on wall or white board. 

 Set up CD player for the music CD. 

 Keep surprise image hidden! 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
Gain students attention.  Introduce yourself and other volunteers.  Explain that this is the 

Art Enrichment Program and parents get to come to their classroom four (4) times a year 

to learn about artists and have fun making art.   

 

REVIEW: 
Review previous classroom Art Enrichment lessons.  “Does anyone remember one of the 

artists we already learned about?  What was special or interesting about that artist’s 

work”, etc.   
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DISCUSS ARTIST, MASTERWORKS, & POSTERS: 
Gather students around to a floor location so that they can view the posters close up.  

Discuss the artist using the biography information.  Present the masterworks(s) and invite 

discussion through observation and questions.  Ask questions from the Questions List (in 

your lesson folder) as needed.   

 

Write these example sentences on the board so students can experience what a person 

with dyslexia might see:  

           (dyslexia) 

  

The bird flew up to the nest.  (normal) 

 A dyslexic person’s mind interprets things differently  

 Discuss how Chuck Close had dyslexia and his method of studying (see artist 

biography for the information).  Note: kids found this very interesting. 

 
STATE OBJECTIVE: 
Today we will create a grid drawing with colored pencils by looking at a 1” square image 

and drawing it, larger, onto a 6” square.  When completed, we will put all the 6 inch 

squares together to make a 24”x42” ‘surprise’ picture. 

 

DEMONSTRATE PROCESS: 
***The portrait is to be assembled at the end of the lesson where the image will be 

revealed.  Volunteer is to keep the image a “surprise”. 

 Show the students the samples (squares #5 and #15) 1” square image.  Have the 

students notice the colors and where the images are on the square (i.e.: brown part 

in a corner (#15), yellow part in the middle (#5), royal blue part over most of 

surface (#5 and #15), etc.).   

 Have them notice the proportion of where the image is seen on the 1” square 

samples (i.e.: brown part in corner goes from top edge to quarter way down the 

edge in sample #15, etc.). 

 Show students that they will need to translate the small proportion of the original 

image to the larger proportion of the 6” square. 

 They can use their “eye” where they think the image will go or they can loosely 

measure with their finger, pencil, or ruler. 

 Discuss shading.  If they press harder with a pencil, they can create a dark mark.  

If they press lightly, they can create a softer look. 

 To create dimension, they can use a darker color on a lighter color (see sample 

#5- yellow with light brown shading to make the part look rounded, red with dark 

brown as shading, white with light blue color pressed lightly along the edges to 

achieve a rounder look). 

 Have students notice the colors on the 1” image.  Sample #5 has a part that looks 

white.  But if you look close, it is actually light blue and white.  Sample #15 has a 

part that looks ‘fleshy’.  Use a light brown pencil and a dark brown pencil, 

pressing hard and softly, to achieve a ‘flesh’ look. 
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 To add texture, show them how to use two different colors in varying hard/soft 

strokes (sample #15- brown and light brown). 

 Tell students that the whole picture will be revealed at the end of the lesson.  

When they finish their 6” square, they may place it on the correlating number on 

the colored butcher paper grid with masking tape. 

 

HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE: 
 Play music CD while the students work independently. 

 Instruct students to write the number on the back of the 1” image onto the back of 

the 6”square paper.  Also, their names. 

 Have students begin drawing the 1” image onto the 6” square paper. 

 Remind them about shading, colors, and proportions. 

 When they are done, they may use masking tape to add their 6” paper to the 

colored butcher paper grid.  As each student adds their square, a picture will be 

revealed. 

 After all the student’s 6”x6” squares are taped onto the butcher paper grid, 

complete the ‘portrait’ by filling in missing squares with the completed, laminated 

fill-in 6” squares. 

 

CLEAN-UP: 
Collect the multicultural pencils, colored pencils, masking tape, extra 6” square paper, 

and place ALL the 1” squares in container, the fill-in 6” squares (#’s 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 10, 14, 

and 26).  Place the 1” and 6” squares of #5 and #15 in their respective bags provided.  

Have students take their 6”x6” squares home.  Roll up butcher paper roll and place in the 

bin. 

 

CLOSE: 
Review facts about Chuck Close and check for understanding.  Compare and contrast the 

portrait they created together to Close’s work.  Point out that they just created one part of 

the portrait, where as Close paints the whole portrait in this style.  Discuss what they 

think about this. 

 

 


