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Art Enrichment Lesson Plan 

Grade 6 
***Please check with teacher ahead of time to make sure there 

is a CD player in the classroom.  If not, you will need to 

arrange for one. 

 

MASTERPIECE: 
 Untitled (Hotel de la Duchess-Anne), 1957 

 

ARTIST: 
Joseph Cornell (pronounced JO-sef korn-EL) 

 

BOOK: 
 Joseph Cornell- Secrets in a box (Adventures in Art) 

 

MUSIC: 
 Music CD- Broadway Greatest Hits 

(Music is played during the Hands-On Experience) 

 

VOCABULARY: 
 Montage- a special kind of collage made from pieces of photographs 

or other pictures.   

 Collage- a work of art created by gluing bits of paper, fabric, etc. to a 

flat surface. 

 Assemblage- art made by combining a collection of 3-D objects into a 

whole. 

 Still Life- non-living, non-moving objects such as fruit, flowers, or 

bottles. 

 

MATERIALS: 
 Shallow cardboard box- 1 per student.  Located in the labeled bag with the 

teacher’s name on top of the wooden art cabinet.  

 Paper- assortment of newspaper, maps, music sheets, 1 per student 

 Envelopes of Xerox copies of vintage birds (1- color, 1- black and white)-  
1-2 per student 

 Feathers, raffle tickets, etc- 3 per student 

 Corks, balls, shells, sticks- 1 of each per student 
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 Scrap paper (to write down words or phrases)- small bin full 

 Pens/Markers (students provide) 

 Glue sticks 

 Hot glue gun(s)- 1 per adult 

 Hot glue sticks- 2-3 sticks per class 

 Saran wrap- to cover box when completed 

 Styrofoam peanuts- a few per student 

 Scissors 

 

SET-UP DEMONSTRATION STATION: 
Choose a table that students will later gather around while you demonstrate the project 

step by step.  Have your supplies laid out and ready to go.  Keep your samples within 

easy reach.  This table may be where you set up the materials for this project. 

 

PREPARATION: 
 Place a shallow cardboard box on each student’s desk.   

 Place an arrangement of materials in trays (balls, shells, feathers, corks, sticks, 

raffle tickets, foreign newspapers, maps, scrap paper, Xerox copies of birds, etc) 

on a table (the demonstration station) where students will come up and choose 

their supplies for the lesson ‘buffet-style’.   

 Turn on the hot glue gun(s) in a separate ‘safe’ area. 

***Students will not use the hot glue guns independently.  Adults only. 

 Set up CD player for the music CD. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
Gain students attention.  Introduce yourself and the other volunteers.  Explain that this is 

the Art Enrichment Program and parents get to come to their classroom four (4) times a 

year to learn about artists and have fun making art. 

 

REVIEW: 
Review previous classroom Art Enrichment projects.  “Does anyone remember one of the 

artists we already learned about?   What was special or interesting about that artist’s 

work?”  Etc. 

 

DISCUSS ARTIST, MASTERPIECES, & POSTERS: 
***Note to volunteers: Use Secrets in a Box book to show and discuss other Cornell 

boxes, besides the poster provided (Hotel de la Duchess-Anne).  The book talks 

about specific questions to ask students regarding the boxes in the book.  Great 

Resource! 

Gather students to a floor location so that they can view the poster(s) close up.  Discuss 

the artist using the biography information.  Present the masterwork(s) and invite 

discussion through observation and questions.  Ask questions from the Question List (in 

your lesson folder) as needed. 
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STATE OBJECTIVE: 
Today we will be creating shadow boxes with found objects and papers in the style of 

Joseph Cornell. 

DEMONSTRATE PROCESS: 
 Show students the materials 

**They can cut out parts from the foreign newspapers, maps, or music sheets to 

create their background. 

**They can color a black and white Xerox bird with colored pencils (students 

provide) if they choose one. 

 Demonstrate how to arrange the materials in a way that tells a story. 

 Suggest that they could make a ‘habitat’ for the bird using the provided materials.  

A place for the ‘bird’ to rest, things for it to play with, interesting background to 

see, etc. 

 If a place from the maps has meaning for them-use it in their collage to make it 

more personal (i.e. California background- shell by the ocean, maybe they had a 

‘ball’ in Disneyland). 

 They can bend the sticks or wad up paper and place an image on the end for a 3-D 

effect. 

 Show that they can use the glue sticks to glue the paper. 

 A volunteer will hot glue the 3-D objects in place.  The student will direct the 

volunteer where they want them to be glued. 

 

HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE: 
 Play music CD while the students work independently. 

 Have students return to their desks.  They should write their name on the back of 

the box. 

 Students can line up at the materials table to choose one each of the following: 

bird image, stick, ball, shell, and cork.  They can choose three each of the 

following: feathers and raffle tickets.  They can choose one each of the following: 

foreign/American newspaper, map, or music sheet. 

 Instruct students to cover the inside of the box with their choice of newspaper, 

map, or music. 

 Have them experiment with placing the objects inside their box.  Remind them 

that there is no right or wrong way to arrange their objects. 

 Once the composition is how they like it, then they can glue it in place.  Volunteer 

will hot glue 3-D objects in place. 

 They can, also, write down words or phrases on a scrap piece of paper to cut out 

and add to their shadow box.  They can write directly on the box.  These words 

and phrases can be how they feel when they look at the objects arranged or a 

funny word they like, etc. 
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CLEAN-UP: 
Set up a drying area for the shadow boxes.  Collect the unused materials.  Even larger bits 

of paper can be reused.  Unplug the hot glue gun(s).   

***Let the glue guns cool before returning them to the bin. 

 

CLOSE: 
Discuss lesson and compare/contrast the student’s collage boxes with Cornell’s art. 


