
Art Enrichment  

Artist Biography 

Grade 5 
***Please do not read the biographical information word for word to 

the class.  Paraphrasing would be best.   

 

Alberto Giacometti (pronounced ahl-BAYR-toh jah-coh-MET-ee) 

Swiss, 1901-1966 

Sculptor and Painter 
. 

 Alberto Giacometti was born on October 10, 1901.  His family lived 

in the town of Borgonova, Switzerland in the southeastern Swiss Alps. 

Alberto was the oldest child of Giovanni and Annetta Giacometti.  Alberto 

had two brothers, Diego and Bruno, and one sister, Ottilia.  In 1904, 

Alberto’s family moved to the nearby town of Stampa, where they lived the 

rest of their lives.    

 Alberto’s father, Giovanni Giacometti, was an artist.  As a school boy, 

Alberto was happiest when working in his father’s studio.  Giovanni 

encouraged his son’s developing skills as an artist and his extensive library 

of art books provided an additional source of inspiration for Alberto.  It was 

this inspiration that moved Alberto to create his first sculpture when he was 

13 years old.  It was a bust of his brother Diego.   

 Alberto Giacometti went to school in the town of Stampa.  At the age 

of 14, he left home to go to boarding school.  By this time, his talent as an 

artist was obvious.  So obvious that the school allowed him to have a private 

studio while he was there.  By the time he left the school in 1919, Alberto 

knew he wanted to be an artist.  He studied first at the School of Fine Arts in 

Geneva and, then, at the School of Arts and Crafts.   

 Alberto had a hard time deciding if he should be a painter or a 

sculptor.  By 1922, he had made up his mind to train as a sculptor.  On his 

father’s advice, he moved to Paris to study with one of the best known 

sculptors of the time, Emile-Antoine Bourdelle. 

 As Alberto sculpted, he found that his figures were getting smaller 

and smaller.  Figures were ending up pin sized, with pea sized heads.  This 

was an issue for Alberto for nine years.  All of his sculptures from this 

period fit into six matchboxes.  At the end of the nine years, Alberto began 

making his pieces taller by making them extremely thin.     


