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Art Enrichment Lesson Plan 

Grade 2 
***Please check with teacher ahead of time to make sure there 

is a CD player in the classroom.  If not, you will need to 

arrange for one. 

***Inform the teacher, ahead of lesson day, to let students 

know to wear messy clothes for this Art Enrichment Project. 
 

MASTERPIECE(S): 
 The Great Wave off Kanagawa (Japanese wood block print) 

 Mount Fuji 

 Gyotaku print (Large Fish) 

 Gyotaku print (Small Fish) 
 

ARTIST: 
Katsushika Hokusai (pronounced kat-s’ SHEE-kah HOH-k’sahy) 

 

BOOK: 
 One Day in Japan with Hokusai:  read marked pages and share the 

pictures (all pictures are woodblock prints by Hokusai).  Marked 

pages are 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 12, 13, 20,21,24,25, and 26.   
 

MUSIC: 
 Music CD- The Very Best of Japanese Music 

(Music is played during the Hands-On Experience) 
 

VOCABULARY: 
 Gyotaku (ghee-yo-tah-koo) - comes from the word “gyo” for fish and 

“taku” for print, rubbing, or impression. 

 Brayer- a hand held roller used to spread paint/ink evenly. 
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MATERIALS: 
 Newspaper- to cover work area, groups of 4 desks and extra tables. 

  Newsprint paper- plain, unprinted newspaper- this is the paper on which the fish 

image is printed.  Students do as many prints as time allows (approximately 6-8) 

 Water soluble ink- many colors 

 14 ink trays- 1 per two desks and throughout room on extra tables 

 14 foam Brayers- use with ink trays 

 14 Rubber Fish- 1 per ink tray 

 

SET-UP DEMONSTRATION STATION: 
Choose a table that students will later gather around while you demonstrate the project 

step by step.  Have your supplies laid out and ready to go.  Keep your samples within 

easy reach.   

 

PREPARATION: 
One volunteer calls students to the floor location and leads discussion while other 

volunteer(s) set up room for hands-on experience. 

Set-up: 

1. Works best with groups of four desks, cover them with newspapers. 

2. Place one ink tray, one brayer, and one fish (placed next to the ink tray) in 

between two desks and at various tables throughout the room. 

3. Put small amount of ink on each tray and prime brayer.  Brayer is primed by 

rolling it back and forth to coat the entire brayer with ink.  A little ink goes a long 

way.   

4. Place the stack of clean newsprint on a table away from the ink and fish.  Also, 

place several pencils next to the stack.   

5. Each time students are finished printing, they will move their wet print to the hall, 

come get a new piece of newsprint, and go to a different fish. 

6. Set up CD player for the music CD. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
Gain students attention.  Introduce yourself and other volunteers.  Explain that this is the 

Art Enrichment Program and parents get to come to their classroom four (4) times a year 

to learn about artists and have fun making art. 

 

REVIEW: 
Review previous classroom Art Enrichment Projects.  “Does anyone remember one of the 

artists we already learned about?  What was special or interesting about that artist’s 

work?” Etc. 
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DISCUSS ARTIST, MASTERPIECE(S), & POSTER(S): 
Gather up students to a floor location so that they can view the posters close up.  Read the 

marked pages of the book One Day in Japan With Hokusai.  Discuss the artist using the 

biography information.  Discuss what printmaking is and specifically, gyataku is.   

Present the masterwork(s) and invite discussion through observation and questions.  Ask 

questions from the Question List (in your lesson folder) as needed. 

 

STATE OBJECTIVE: 
Today, we are going to experience Japanese printmaking with rubber fish and ink.   

 

DEMONSTRATE PROCESS: 
***This project is very messy and “active”.  It will be easiest if the room is set-up for 

children to rotate from fish to fish.  Watch the clock.  Tell students that they will have 

time to do several prints.  Although, they will get to do several prints, they will not have 

time to try every fish.  Let them know when it is time to try their last one before clean-up.  

Now demonstrate how to “pull” a print from a fish.   

 

Gather students around the demonstration station you have set up or one of the desks set 

up for printing.   

Show students how they will walk over and get a piece of clean newsprint and write their 

name on it, and take it back to the fish to begin to print.   

1. Place your piece of newsprint on the chair so it stays clean. 

2. Lay the rubber fish down flat on the newspaper. 

3. Apply printing ink thinly and quickly on top of the fish with the brayer.  Do not 

let it dry. 

4. Now pick up the newsprint and lay your paper on top of the fish. 

5. Hold paper with one hand so it does not slip and gently press down over the entire 

fish.  Make sure that you have pressed down on all parts of the fish (tail and fins). 

6. Peel paper back slowly, starting at one end and continuing to the other end.   

7. Ask if they remembered to put their name on the paper first.  If they forgot, put 

your name on it before putting it in the hallway to dry.  Keep reminding them.   

8. Place artwork in hallway to dry. 

***As time allows, students may repeat the process with a different fish- They may 

move to a different fish. 

9. Now show students what happens if you use too much ink- no detail, too blobby, 

ick! 

 

HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE: 
 Send one student at a time to get a piece of newsprint from the designated place, 

write their name on it, and assign them to a fish to start.  They can choose which 

fish to go to after the first one. 

***Do not leave ink tubes out for the students.  If they need more ink, they should 

ask a volunteer to add it to the tray. 

 Play music CD while the students work independently. 
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CLEAN-UP: 
LOTS!!  Clean fish, trays, and brayers.  There are two large plastic trays to transport 

everything to the custodian sink.  Leave bin open so that everything can air dry. 

 

CLOSE: 
Review facts about Hokusai, review vocabulary, and check for understanding.  Ask 

pertinent questions from the Questions List. 


