
Art Enrichment  

Artist Biography 

Grade 2 
***Please do not read the biographical information word for word to 

the class.  Paraphrasing would be best.   

 

Katsushika Hokusai (pronounced kat-s’SHEE-kah HOH-k’ sahy) 

Japanese, 1760-1849 

Printmaker 

 

Hokusai was born in 1760 in Katsushika, a small town near Edo (now 

Tokyo).  He often used the town’s name as his name. 

 

He was apprenticed to a printmaker but experimented so much he was 

thrown out.  Stubbornly, he kept on experimenting and became very 

successful.  In fact, his most popular prints sold so many copies that the 

wood blocks used to make them wore out.  From 1823-1831, he created and 

published the 13 volume sketchbook, a series of woodblock prints called The 

Thirty-Six Views of Mount Fuji.  One of the prints from this series is The 

Great Wave Off Kanagawa.  This print was made by carving a picture onto 

wooden blocks, one for each color.  The blocks were then coated with ink 

and pressed onto paper.  This print is full of drama with tiny little boats 

being tossed on stormy seas.  A huge wave is about to crash over the boats.  

The wave is so big; it seems to dwarf the distant peak of Mount Fuji.  In 

Japan, scenes like this are known as ukiyo-e, or “pictures of the floating 

world”.  They are meant to celebrate the fragile beauty of ordinary life.   

 

Some interesting facts about Hokusai…. 

 He changed his name 30 times in his career. 

 He moved 93 times in his life. 

 He created 30,000 works of art in his lifetime. 

 He always wanted to live past 90 years of age.  Just before he died in 

1849 at the age of 89, he sighed and said these last words: “If heaven 

gives me 10 more years or an extension of even 5 years, I shall surely 

become a true artist.” 

 

 

 


