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Art Enrichment Lesson Plan 

Grade 6 
This lesson has stations.  Use at least 2-3 volunteers, if possible.   

***Inform the teacher, ahead of lesson day, to let students 

know to wear messy clothes for this Art Enrichment Project. 

***Please check with teacher ahead of time to make sure there 

is a CD player in the classroom.  If not, you will need to 

arrange for one. 
 

MASTERPIECE: 
 2 poster boards of copies of John’s artwork 

 Ventriloquist MOMA, 1986 

 Zero-Nine, 1958/1959 
 

ARTIST: 
Jasper Johns  

 

BOOK: 
 Where is Jasper Johns? by Debra Pearlman (Adventures in Art) 

This book is too long to read in full, instead read and share  pages 1, 

2, 4, and back cover picture. 
 

MUSIC: 

 Making Choices  Evolutions in Jazz- 1920-1960 

(Music is played during the Hands-On Experience) 
 

VOCABULARY: 
 Abstract Expressionism- A painting movement in which artist’s work 

expressed a feeling or emotion in a painterly and non-representational way.  The 

images did not look like an object or landscape. 

 Pop Art- Art based on modern popular culture and mass media as a comment 

on traditional fine art values.  

 Minimal Art- An art movement stressing the idea of reducing work of art to 

minimum number of colors, values, shapes, lines, and textures with no attempt to 

symbolize any object or experience. 

 Conceptual art- Art where the idea presented by the artist is more important 

than the finished product, if there is one. 

 Symbolism- The use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities. 
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MATERIALS: 
 Scrap pieces of wood- approximately 5” X 7”, 1 per student 

 Nails- as many as student wants 

 Hammers- 1 per 4-5 students 

 Acrylic paint- red, white, blue, orange, magenta, violet, green, yellow, black 

 Palettes- 1 per student 

 Brushes- 1 of each size per student 

 Pencil (students provide)  

 Water Cups- 1 per student (yogurt cups located in the art cabinet) 

 Paper Towels- 2-3 per student 

 Newspapers 

 Water Bucket 

 

SET-UP DEMONSTRATION STATION: 
Choose a table that students will later gather around while you demonstrate the project 

step by step.  Have your supplies laid out and ready to go.  Keep your samples within 

easy reach. 

 

PREPARATION: 
 On an empty, central table, place bottles of paint.  

  Cover each desk with newspaper, palette, brushes, water cup, and paper towels.   

 Cover an area on the carpet with thick pads of newspaper for the students to 

hammer nails into the wood and to cut down on the noise.   

 Set up the drying station with newspaper. 

 Set up CD player for the music CD. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
Gain students attention.  Introduce yourself and the other volunteers.  Explain that this is 

the Art Enrichment Program and parents get to come to their classroom four (4) times a 

year to learn about artists and have fun making art. 

 

REVIEW: 
Review previous classroom Art Enrichment projects.  “Does anyone remember one of the 

artists we already learned about?   What was special or interesting about that artist’s 

work?”  Etc. 

 

DISCUSS ARTIST, MASTERPIECES, & POSTERS: 
Gather students to a floor location so that they can view the posters close up.  Discuss the 

artist using the biography information.  Present the masterwork(s) and invite discussion 

through observation and questions.  Ask questions from the Question List (in your lesson 

folder) as needed. 
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STATE OBJECTIVE: 
Today we will create our own version of the American flag out of wood using the paint 

and hammering nails for the detail.  We will assign symbolic meaning to each color of 

our flag. 

 

DEMONSTRATE PROCESS: 
 Discuss symbolism.  It is the practice of representing by using symbols or of 

placing symbolic meaning to an object, event, or relationship.  Ask students what 

they think the colors of the American flag symbolize: red = valor, white = purity 

or innocence, blue = justice. 

 

 Students will create their flags by assigning colors that symbolize feelings or 

character traits (i.e. magenta = woman power, yellow = happiness, green = earth-

conscious or abundance, etc.).   

 

 Although we will still use the same basic design elements (stars and stripes), your 

stars and stripes do not have to look like the American flag.  For example, your 

stars could be in the middle of the stripes; stripes could be on the top of the flag 

and stars on the bottom.   
 

 Students may create a practice sketch or draw directly on wood with pencil. 
 

 After deciding on a design, explain that the students will take their empty palettes 

to the paint table.  They will choose only three colors of paint and put a small 

amount in three separate wells.  Have them be mindful of the symbolic traits the 

want to assign to the colors they have chosen. 

***Acrylic paint is permanent!  Be careful not to get paint on anything. 

 

 When students rinse their brushes, show them how to blot excess water from the 

brush by dabbing it on a paper towel.  The paint should be spread somewhat 

evenly to avoid blobs of paint and to allow faster drying time before hammering 

nails.   

 

 Once they are finished painting at their desks, they will take their wood flags to 

the newspaper covered area on the carpet to hammer the nails for detail.  Explain 

that the carpet will cut down on the noise.   

 

 Hammer nails into wood to create ‘stars’ or line them up to create stripes. 

 

 Show them how to hold the nail with one hand at the base and hit the top of the 

nail with the hammer so it enters the wood.   
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HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE: 
 Play music CD while the students work independently. 

 Instruct students to write their names on the back of their wood with the date (as 

artists do).   

 Students may create a sketch of their idea on paper or draw directly on the wood. 

 

 Have the students, in groups of 4-5, go up to the table of paint.  Have them choose 

their 3 colors of paint and place paint in 3 separate palette wells.  Start with a 

small amount- Students can always have more. 

***Volunteers need to pour paint to avoid waste and excess spillage. 

 

 

 Have students think about what their flag and the colors mean to them. 

 
 Once they are finished painting, have them take their wood to the carpeted 

Hammer station. 

 

 After they are set up, they can begin hammering nails into their wood. 

***Remind them how to hammer nails and to be careful not to hit their 

fingers. 

 When finished, they may place their wood flag on newspaper in a designated area 

to dry. 

 

 Suggest that students might want to write the name of their ‘country’ and the three 

color traits on the back of their completed flag with a pencil when their project is 

dry. 

 

CLEAN-UP: 
Collect extra nails and hammers and place in bin.  Rinse out palettes, brushes and water 

cups.  Recycle newspaper.  When placing bin in the Art Enrichment store room, please 

leave the lid open so the wet items can dry. 

 

CLOSE: 
Discuss lesson and compare/contrast their flags with Jasper John’s art.  Ask students what 

their colors symbolized and why they put their stars, stripes, and nails where they did. 
 

 


