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Art Enrichment Lesson Plan 

Grade 3 
***Please check with teacher ahead of time to make sure there 

is a CD player in the classroom.  If not, you will need to 

arrange for one. 
 

MASTERPIECES: 
 Composition: Squares with Concentric Circles (Farbstudie) 

 Composition X 

 Study for Composition No. 2 

 Composition- Storm 
 

ARTIST: 
Wassily Kandinsky (pronounced vah-SEE-lee kan-DIN-skee) 

 

MUSIC: 

 Music CD- Modern Starts: Music 1880-1920 

(Music is played during the Hands-On Experience) 

 

VOCABULARY: 
 Composition- the arrangement of parts to create a unified whole (also 

related to music) 

 Concentric- having a common center 

 

MATERIALS: 
 Newspaper- to cover the desks, on top of the Art Enrichment cabinet 

 12x12” white construction paper- 1 per student 

 Tempera Cakes- share a setbetween two students 

 Brushes- 1 per student 

 Water Cups (yogurt cups)- 1 per student, located in the Art Enrichment 

supply room cabinet. 
 

SET-UP DEMONSTRATION STATION: 
Choose a table that students will later gather around while you demonstrate the project 

step by step.  Have your supplies laid out and ready to go.  Keep your samples within 

easy reach.   
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PREPARATION: 
1. Pass out 12x12” white construction paper. 

2. Students should put their name on the back of the construction paper.  Use a 

pencil only and write it small in the corner. 

3. Cover the desks and work demonstration table with newspaper. 

4. Fill water cups. 

5. Set up CD player for the music CD. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
Gain students attention.  Introduce yourself and the other volunteers.  Explain that this is 

the Art Enrichment Program and parents get to come to their classroom four (4) times a 

year to learn about artists and have fun making art. 

 

REVIEW: 
Review previous classroom Art Enrichment projects.  “Does anyone remember one of the 

artists we already learned about?   What was special or interesting about that artist’s 

work?”  Etc. 

 

DISCUSS ARTIST, MASTERPIECES, & POSTERS: 
Gather students to a floor location so that they can view the poster(s) close up.  Discuss 

the artist using the biography information.  Present the masterwork(s) and invite 

discussion through observation and questions.  Ask questions from the Question List (in 

your lesson folder) as needed.  Then, play the selections from the CD.  Ask how different 

music makes them feel. 

 

STATE OBJECTIVE: 
Today we are going to create our own version of Composition: Squares with Concentric 

Circles.  While you are working, continue to think about your color choices and how you 

want people to feel when they look at your art. 

 

DEMONSTRATE PROCESS: 
For this process, gather students around the demonstration table you have set up.  

1. Fold the construction paper in half lengthwise. 

2. Fold paper in half again to create 4 squares. 

3. Explain that you will choose the center paint color first and work outward to 

create concentric circles in each square on the white paper.  Note:  each center, 

one in each square, can be a different color.  We will be using tempera cakes.  

They are similar to a set of watercolor paints.  You need to wet them before use.  

Too much water will cause the colors to be light and runny.  Demonstrate how to 

hold the brush (like a pencil) close to the bristles.  Dip in water, tickle or swirl in 

the tempera cake to “load” the brush.  Paint the center.  Wash brush.  Load with a 

new color, paint the next “center” in the other square, and so on.   
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4. After painting the four centers, continue painting different color circles until no 

white is showing on the background paper.  This can be achieved by painting in a 

background color (i.e. paint the corners of a color) in each square.  Each box 

should have four concentric circles. 

 

HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE: 
1. Send the students back to their desks.   

2. Have the students Roll up their sleeves.   

3. Pass out sets of tempera cakes.  Depending on desk arrangement 2-4 students can 

share one set of paints. 

4. Play music CD while the students work independently. 

 

CLEAN-UP: 
Rinse brushes and store upright.  If tempera cakes are “muddied”, use a damp tissue or 

paper towel to wipe the surface of the cake clean.  Do NOT rinse under running water!  

Please leave the bin open so everything can air dry. 

 

CLOSE: 
Review facts about Kandinsky, key vocabulary, and check for understanding. 


