
Art Enrichment  

Artist Biography 

Grade 3 
***Please do not read the biographical information word for word to 

the class.  Paraphrasing would be best.   

 

Wassily Kandinsky (pronounced vah-SEE-lee kan-DIN-skee) 

Russian, 1866-1944 

Abstract Expressionist 

 
Wassily Kandinsky was one of the most original and influential artists of the twentieth 

century.  His “inner necessity” to express his emotional perceptions led to the 

development of an abstract style of painting that was based on the non-representational 

properties of color and form.  Kandinsky’s compositions were the culmination of his 

effort to create “pure painting” that would provide the same emotional power as a 

musical composition.   

 

Wassily Kandinsky was born in Russia in 1866.  He didn’t begin to study painting until 

he was 31 years old.  Yet, he became one of the founders of an important style of painting 

called Abstract Art.  In Abstract Art, the painter doesn’t try to copy how something 

appears in the ‘real world’.  Instead, the artist tries to use colors and shapes to create the 

same emotions you would feel from looking at the real object that inspired the artwork.   

 

Kandinsky is well known for his experiments using different color combinations and 

geometric shapes.  A great example of his work is Composition: Squares with Concentric 

Circles.   

 

Around 1913, Kandinsky began working on paintings that came to be considered the first 

totally abstract works in modern art; they made no reference to objects in the physical 

world (non-representational) and derived their inspiration and titles from music. 

 

Kandinsky, himself an accomplished musician, once said, “Color is the keyboard, the 

eyes are the harmonies, the soul is the piano with many strings.  The artist is the hand that 

plays, touching one key or another, to cause vibrations in the soul.”  He even claimed that 

when he saw color, he heard music.  Kandinsky even named some of his works with 

musical terms.  Some are Improvisations, free and spontaneous painting, like jazz music.  

While Compositions, like this one, are carefully ordered arrangements like a symphony. 

 

Kandinsky thought that music and painting had a lot in common.  He wanted his 

paintings to communicate with the hearts of viewers the same way that music does with 

listeners.  For example, when you hear different styles of music, does it change how you 

feel?  Do you feel calmer when you hear a lullaby? Do you get excited when you hear a 

marching band? 


