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Art Enrichment Lesson Plan 

Grade 3 
***Please check with teacher ahead of time to make sure there 

is a CD player in the classroom.  If not, you will need to 

arrange for one. 
 

MASTERPIECES: 
 Cat and Bird(1928) 

 Senecio, Head of Man (1922) 

 Castle and Sun 

 Notte Egiziana 
 

ARTIST: 
 Paul Klee (pronounced Klay) 

 

BOOK: 
 Paul Klee by Mike Venezia 

 

MUSIC: 
 Music CD- 22 of the Greatest Polkas 

(Music is played during the Hands-On Experience) 
 

VOCABULARY: 
 Abstract- art usually based on an identifiable subject but the artist 

leaves out detail and rearranges the elements. 

 Non-objective art- abstract art that has NO identifiable subject 

 Representational- making something similar to the way it looks 

 Etching- an art making process.  An artist scratches an image into a 

metal plate.  It is then inked and prints are made from it. 
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MATERIALS: 
 9x12” sheet of yellow construction paper- 1 per student 

 Old crayons- big box for all students to share.  Put handfuls in plastic bowls 

provided.  Return to big box when lesson is complete. 

 Thick black crayon- 1 per student 

 #12 camel hair watercolor brush- 1 per student 

 Liquid watercolor paint- in small lidded cups.  This is premixed in juice jug.  

Refill cups to about ½ full as needed. 

 Newspaper- 1 per desk 

 

SET-UP DEMONSTRATION STATION: 
Choose a table that students will gather around while you demonstrate the project step by 

step.  Have your supplies laid out and ready to go.  Keep your samples within easy reach.  

Cover the table with newspaper. 

 

PREPARATION: 
 Set up CD player for the music CD. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
Gain students attention.  Introduce yourself and other volunteers.  Explain that this is the 

Art Enrichment Program and parents get to come to their classroom four(4) times a year 

to learn about artists and have fun making art. 

 

REVIEW: 
Review previous classroom Art Enrichment Projects.  “Does anyone remember one of the 

artists we already learned about?  What was special or interesting about that artist’s 

work” Etc 

 

DISCUSS ARTIST, MASTERWORK(S), AND POSTERS: 
Gather students to a floor location so that they can view the posters close up.  Read aloud 

Paul Klee by Mike Venezia; add other interesting facts from the Artist Biography page.  

Present the masterwork(s) and invite discussion through observation and questions.  Ask 

questions form the Question List (in your lesson folder). 

 

STATE OBJECTIVE: 
Today we will create our own version of Klee’s masterpiece Cat and Bird.  We will use 

crayons and watercolor paint. 
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DEMONSTRATE PROCESS: 
Gather students around a demonstration station.  Explain that you will demonstrate part 

of the project, then, they will go back to their seats and do it together step by step with 

you. 

1. Turn the yellow paper horizontally. 

2. Using a fat black crayon, draw a large “U” shape a small distance from each end 

(not the corners).  Dip the “U” shape almost to the bottom (not touching the 

bottom).  Press hard with the crayon; we’re going to be painting over this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Add a “V” shape connecting the two open ends.  The “V” shape dips down just a 

little to make the ears.  Remember to press hard to build up a fat waxy line. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Now we will add the nose.  Look at Klee’s painting.  It is sort-of a triangle shape.  

Let’s leave the bottom of the triangle open.  Press hard. 

 

 

 

 

5. Now, I see the end of the nose is a heart shape. Maybe this is because Klee liked 

cats so much! 

 

 

 

 

6. Let’s add the eyes.  Notice the shape? Yes, sort of lemon or football shaped (on 

page 3 of the Venezia book; point out how Klee made the human eyes the same 

way). The eyes start at the top of the nose and are as wide as the whole cat face.  

Let’s draw the top curved lines first, then, the bottom curve next.  Lastly, we will 

add the eyeballs inside the eye.  Notice they are also lemon or football shaped.  

They touch the top curve and the bottom curve.  Press hard. 

 

 

 

 

7. Let’s add whiskers.  I see in Klee’s painting, there are 3 on each side.  They come 

out of the heart shaped, slope downward, and almost touch the sides. 
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8. Let’s add the mouth.  Just two little lines that very slightly “smile”.  They come 

down from the tip of the heart nose. 

 

 

 

 

9. Let’s add two very short lines for the neck. 

10. And lastly, let’s add a little bird.  Look at his lemon shaped body, triangle tail, 

head, and bent legs. 

 

HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE: 
Have students go back to their desks. 

 Play music CD quietly in the background while the students are working.   

 Now let’s draw our cats together.  Even though we are all following the same 

directions, it will be so interesting to see how everyone’s will turn out a little 

different. 

 Tape a piece of yellow 9x12” construction paper to the white board. 

 Hang the poster of Cat and Bird next to the yellow paper so it can be referred to 

often.  

 Draw the first step and refer to Klee’s painting. 

 Allow time for everyone to complete the step before going on to the next step. 

 After everyone has completed drawing the cat and the bird with the black crayon, 

collect the black crayons. 

 NOW ASK EACH STUDENT TO WRITE THEIR NAME ON THE BACK 

(wait until now so that if students make a mistake drawing the cat, they could turn 

their paper over). 

 Pass out bins of old paperless crayons.  Explain that we will now add the color by 

rubbing crayons on their sides. 

 

Again have the students follow along: 

 Let’s all find a blue or a blue-green colored crayon for the eyes.  Let’s actually 

color in the eyeball shape…Let’s actually color in the eyeball shape hard.  Color 

outside the lines a little too- like Klee did.   

 Everyone find a white crayon.  Let’s all color HARD the white part around the 

eyeball. 

 Now we are going to use the white crayon again, but this time, we will use it on 

its side and rub hard.  Look at Klee’s painting…there is some white under the 

cat’s eyes and above.  Let’s rub some white in those places.  I also see some white 

under the whiskers.  Add some there too. 

 Now let’s rub some blue or bluish-green.  Let’s look where Klee put it (middle of 

whiskers, end of whiskers, and tips of ears). Rub crayon on its side.  Press hard. 

 Everyone find an orange.  Refer to painting- cheeks, up near ears.  Rub crayon 

and press hard. 

 Everyone find a brown.  Refer to painting- cheeks, near nose, near neck.  Rub 

crayon and press hard. 
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 Lastly, find a pink or magenta or reddish crayon.  Refer to painting- under nose, 

around bird.  Rub crayon and press hard. 

 Fill in any other patches that are bare by rubbing crayon on its side.  Press hard. 

 Now we will add a wash of orange watercolor paint.  It might be easier to do this 

on a flat surface.  Invite students back to the demonstration station for this. 

 Dip brush into the orange watercolor and spread across picture- edge to edge.  

Demonstrate how to apply the paint without “scrubbing”.  Point out that the wax 

crayon will resist, or push away, the paint.  In other words, the paint will only 

stick where there is no crayon. 

 Pass out newspaper, paint, and brushes. 

 

CLEAN-UP: 
Collect paint and brushes. Rinse and store the brushes upright in the container. 

Collect crayons.  Please put caps tightly on watercolor paint cups for the next class to use. 

Leave bin open so brushes can dry. 

 

CLOSE: 
Review facts about Paul Klee and key vocabulary and check for understanding.    Refer 

to Question List to further discuss. 


