
Art Enrichment 

Artist Biography 
Grade 1 

***Please do not read the biographical information word for word to 

the class.  Paraphrasing would be best.   

 

Michelangelo Buonarroti  

(pronounced my-kel-AN-jel-oh bwaw-nahr-RAW-tee) 

Italian, 1475-1564 

Painter, Sculptor, Architect, Engineer 
 

Michelangelo Buonarroti was born in Caprese, Italy, very near Florence, in 1475.  His 

family could not take care of him due to illness so he was taken to live with a family of 

stonecutters.  When he was 13, he’d walk through Florence on his way to school and pass 

by the workshop of a very popular artist by the name of Domenico Ghirlandaio 

(pronounced gi-land-ar-io). 

 

During this renaissance period, people showed much interest in architecture, painting, 

sculpting, and poetry.  Ghirlandaio taught him about a style of painting called fresco.  

Fresco means the artist would paint on wet plaster so that when it dried, the painting 

would become part of the wall.  This technique lasted a long time.  At the age of 16, 

Michelangelo discovered sculpting and a wealthy man in Florence, Lorenzo di Medici, 

saw his talent and asked him to live at his palace. Michelangelo did his first public 

sculpture, Pieta (pronounced pi-ee-TA), at the age of 24 in Rome, Italy.  His most 

recognized sculpture is of David getting ready to fight Goliath.  Michelangelo was known 

for making his statues look life-like or realistic. 

 

Pope Julius II heard about this wonderful artist.  He asked Michelangelo to create statues 

of himself so he would be remembered forever.  Then, Julius wanted him to paint the 

ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican City.  Michelangelo considered himself more 

of a sculptor than a painter and did not want to do the project.  The powerful Pope forced 

him to do it.  It took four difficult years and is considered one of the most magnificent 

and historical paintings.  Since he was painting on the ceiling, he had to spend a lot of 

time on his back or leaning back on scaffolding to paint.  He painted mostly scenes from 

the bible on the panels, the most recognized being Creation of Adam which shows God 

giving life to Adam.  He became one of the greatest painters in the world. 

 

After the Sistine Chapel ceiling project, Michelangelo created the plans for the dome on 

top of St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome.  Michelangelo lived to be 89.  The last sculpture he 

was working on was Rondanini Pieta (pronounced pi-ee-TA).  Michelangelo thought the 

human body was very important and one can tell by the subjects he chose. 

 


