
Art Enrichment  

Artist Biography 

Grade 3 
***Please do not read the biographical information word for word to 

the class.  Paraphrasing would be best.   

 

Joan Miro i Ferra (pronounced HWAN mee-RO ee fare-AH) 

Spanish, 1893-1983 

Painter, Sculptor 

 
Joan Miro i Ferra was born on April 20, 1893.  His father was a goldsmith and 

watchmaker and little Joan spent his childhood in his father’s studio.  At 7 years of age, 

he took drawing classes.  When Joan was older, he studied art in Spain.  His family did 

not want him to be an artist and put pressure on him to be an accountant.  He did this for 

two years until he had a nervous breakdown.  His parents finally accepted his career 

choice, but refused to support him.   

 

In 1920, he went to Paris.  He followed a group of artists, Surrealists, who create images 

that appear dreamlike or abstract, enjoying the element of surprise.  Andre Masson, Max 

Ernst, and Andre Breton were influences to Miro.  Other influences were some of the 

artists you may have learned about like Wassily Kandinsky, Paul Klee, and Pablo 

Picasso.  Although he used these artists as inspiration for his work, he stayed true to his 

own style.  Along with painting, he helped design sets for ballets as well as create 

outdoor/indoor sculptures.  By 1930, he was an internationally known artist.   

 

Joan married Pilar Juncosa on October 12, 1928 and had a daughter, Maria Dolores, in 

1931.  They remained married until his death in 1983.   

 

Miro’s early paintings were detailed, based on things he saw, but arranged oddly and 

painted in strange colors.  Later, his paintings became simpler and more dream-like.  

People, creatures, and objects were hinted at by odd shapes and sometimes words or 

symbols were included.  He often began a new painting by adding a drop of paint to his 

canvas.  Then, he would touch a brush to the paint so a blob appeared.  The shapes of 

these abstract markings would lead his eye and open his mind to an image he may not 

have seen before.  This process would be similar to doodling. 

 

Joan’s inspiration came from the simplest things: bugs on a wall, a grain of dust, wheels, 

cracks on the ceiling, and mostly his dreams.  He enjoyed color.  Red, yellow, green, and 

black were his favorites.  He thought it was important for his paintings to allow the 

viewer to feel something when looking at the images instead of showing a realistic 

picture of those images.  The ideas for Harlequin’s Carnival came to Joan at night when 

he would ‘see’ things/shapes on the ceiling and then write down what he ‘saw’.   

 



Miro died on Christmas, 1983 at 90 in Palma de Mallorca where he lived for so many 

years.  In his will, he donated his studio and an important part of his work to the city of 

Palma de Mallorca.  Pilar helped build a foundation there for artists and scholars.  Joan is 

buried in a cemetery not far from this foundation.   

 

***Modern Miro connections: Nike has an Air Jordan shoe in honor of Miro based 

on the Barcelona sculpture, Women and Bird (show photo); a Simpson’s episode 

(That 90’s show) has a statue of Miro on Springfield University campus; The Art 

Institute of Chicago has some Miro paintings; a 40 foot sculpture, Miro’s Chicago 

(formerly titled The Sun, The Moon, and One Star)is in Brunswick Plaza near Daley 

Plaza in downtown Chicago.  
 

 


