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Art Enrichment Lesson Plan 

Grade 4 
***Please check with teacher ahead of time to make sure there 

is a CD player in the classroom.  If not, you will need to 

arrange for one. 
 

MASTERPIECES: 
 Strawberries 

 Two Sisters on the Terrace 
 

ARTIST: 
Pierre Auguste Renoir (pronounced pyar oh-GOOST Ren-Wah) 

 

MUSIC: 
 Renoir’s Feast (music is played during the Hands-On Experience) 

 

BOOK: 

 Pierre Auguste Renoir  by Mike Venezia 

 Pierre-Auguste Renoir by Ernest Raboff 
 

VOCABULARY: 
 Impressionism- A way of painting that leaves out details.  Overall 

look is an artist’s impression or feeling, not a realistic copy of the 

subject.   

 Still Life- A picture of objects rather than people or places. 

 Portrait- A picture of a person or animals. 

 Horizon Line- A line where the sky and ground seem to meet.  

 

MATERIALS: 
 Newspaper- to cover the desks, on top of the Art Enrichment cabinet 

 12x18”  black construction paper- 1 per student 

 Colored Chalk- 1 piece of each color per student 

 Plastic Pumpkin 

 Flashlight 
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SET-UP DEMONSTRATION STATION: 
Choose a table that students will later gather around while you demonstrate the project 

step by step.  Have your supplies laid out and ready to go.  Keep your samples within 

easy reach.  Cover the table with newspaper.  Have the chalks laid out along with the 

plastic pumpkin to “study” with a flashlight. 

 

PREPARATION: 
 Pass out newspaper to each desk along with a piece of black construction paper. 

 Set up CD player for the music CD. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
Gain students attention.  Introduce yourself and the other volunteers.  Explain that this is 

the Art Enrichment Program and parents get to come to their classroom four (4) times a 

year to learn about artists and have fun making art. 

 

REVIEW: 
Review previous classroom Art Enrichment projects.  “Does anyone remember one of the 

artists we already learned about?   What was special or interesting about that artist’s 

work?”  Etc. 

 

DISCUSS ARTIST, MASTERPIECES, & POSTERS: 
Gather students to a floor location so that they can view the poster(s) close up.  Read 

Pierre Auguste Renoir by Mike Venezia.  Discuss the artist using the biography 

information.  Present the masterwork(s) and invite discussion through observation and 

questions.  Ask questions from the Question List (in your lesson folder) as needed. 

 

****Draw attention to the soft quality of his work and how the light in the picture is 

shown by using light and dark colors on the fruit.  

 

STATE OBJECTIVE: 
Today we’re going to create a still life in the style of Renoir.  Renoir concentrated on 

how light or sunlight affects the subject and we will think about that too.   

 

DEMONSTRATE PROCESS: 
For this project, it will be best to demonstrate the entire project to students up close 

around a demonstration table.  Then, send the students back to their desks and work the 

project again teaching them step by step.  There is too much for students to remember 

from just one demonstration. 

1. Let’s look at the shape of our pumpkin.  It is sort of roundish with grooves.  The 

grooves appear from the stem to the bottom; the grooves get wider at the middle 

and narrow at the top and bottom.  You can see the light reflecting off of the 

surface.  At this point, you could also turn off the lights in the classroom and use a 
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flashlight as the light source to point out how the pumpkin colors seem to get 

lighter where the light is directed and darker as it goes back around the sides into 

the shadows.   

2. On the 12x18” black construction paper, draw a large pumpkin complete with the 

stem.  Use dark orange (red orange).  Add a stem with green chalk. 

3. To achieve the look of roundness, we will use different colors and blend them 

instead of just coloring the pumpkin one color of orange.  We will imagine the 

light is shining on the front of the pumpkin; therefore, we will use the lightest 

colors in the center.  The sides that go back into the shadows will be darker.   

 

 

 

 

 

4. Let’s use a reddish orange or dark orange chalk to show the darkest shadow sides.  

Apply in a crescent shape, not vertical stripes.  You can use a reference to the 

moon and its crescent shape to gain understanding of how a round (sphere) looks 

in shadow.  ***Remind students how to apply chalk to paper- not to grind it 

into dust.  
 

 

 

 

5. Now choose a medium orange chalk and fill in the next crescents. 

 

 

 

 

6. Repeat with yellow chalk. 

 

 

 

 

7. Finish with “the light” reflecting off the very front.  This will be shown with 

white.  The shape is sort of a roundish diamond. 

 

 

 

8. After all four colors and the stem colors are applied, use fingers to blend. 

 

9. Add green vines. 

 

 

 

10. Make a table line (horizon line) behind the pumpkin.  Fill it in using the side of 

purple chalk.  Rub and blend with a finger. 
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HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE: 
 Send the students back to their desks.  Have the students Roll up their sleeves.  

Lead the students step by step through the lesson.  There are a lot of steps to this 

project, too many for them to remember. 

 Play the music CD quietly in the background while the students work. 

 

CLEAN-UP: 
Collect chalk.  Allow students to wash their hands. 

 

CLOSE: 
Review facts about Renoir, key vocabulary, and check for understanding. 


