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Artist Biography 
Grade K 

***Please do not read the biographical information word for word to 

the class.  Paraphrasing would be best.   

 

Georges Seurat (pronounced zhorzh syu-RAH) 

French, 1859-1891 

Impressionist Painter and Pointillist 
 
Georges Seurat was a French artist born on December 2, 1859.  When Seurat was young, 

his father had a hunting accident and lost his arm.  He developed an apparatus that 

allowed him to attach silverware to the end of the arm so he could cut and eat quickly.  

He would have dinner with Georges and guests who would be surprised with how swiftly 

they’d be served.  Georges studied art at the Ecole des Beaux-Arts in 1878 and 1879.  He 

learned how to paint by copying artwork from different artists of the time.  He grew tired 

of imitating other’s work and wanted to develop his own style.  When he was 22, Seurat 

began experimenting.  He is considered an impressionist, but his style is different than 

most impressionist artists of the day.   

 

Impressionists softly blend colors to create an overall impression of a scene.  Seurat used 

specks or points of color on his canvas and allowed the blending to occur in the viewer’s 

eyes.  This technique is called Pointillism.  Sometimes, he would use pointillism as a 

border around the picture or even on the frame because he wanted the painting to be 

surrounded by the correct colors. In 1883, Georges began painting Bathers at Asnieres 

(pronounced an-EE-ya).  He would make sketches and drawings in person and go back to 

his studio to work on them and place each figure onto the painting.  Finished, it was 6 

feet high x 10 feet wide!  It took a year to finish.   

 

His most famous work is Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte 

(pronounced jut) which took six months to sketch before he painted it (like the paintings 

in Katie’s Sunday Afternoon).  It took two years to complete and is 6.8 ft x 10.1 ft.  It is 

of an island near Paris where workers would go on the weekends to have fun.  It is the 

first painting where he did pointillism all over the painting.  It is at the Art Institute of 

Chicago.  Georges Seurat was only 32 years old when he died suddenly in 1891.  He 

made his impact on the art world in only 10 short years.  He was admired so much in the 

early years that fellow artists would cut their beards and wear their hats like Seurat!!! 


