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Art Enrichment Lesson Plan 

Grade 4 
****For this lesson you will need to purchase mini size cupcakes 

from the grocery store in advance. 

***Please check with teacher ahead of time to make sure there 

is a CD player in the classroom.  If not, you will need to 

arrange for one. 

 

MASTERPIECES: 

 Pie Counter, 1963 

 Three Machines, 1963 
 

ARTIST: 

Wayne Thiebaud (pronounced TEE-bow) 

 

BOOK: 
 Counting With Wayne Thiebaud by Susan Goldman Rubin 

(Share this book with students to show examples of Thiebaud’s work) 

 Delicious by Wayne Thiebaud: read aloud the marked pages and share 

as many of the photos as time allows (marked pages are 15, 16, 25, 

47, 51, 53, 54, 55, 68, 91, 92, 96, 99, and 103) 

 

MUSIC: 
 Music CD- Making Choices: Evolutions in Jazz 1920 to 1960 

(Music is played during the Hands-On Experience) 
 

VOCABULARY: 
 Tint- White paint mixed with color. 

 Shade- Black paint mixed with color. 

 Still Life- An arrangement of non-living, non-moving objects to be 

painted or photographed. 
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MATERIALS: 
 Tempera paint- white, yellow, red, brown, violet, green, blue, orange, turquoise  

 Plastic palettes- 1 per student 

 Brushes- assortment of wide bristle and fine watercolor.  Let students have 1 of 

each kind. 

 9x12 white construction paper- 1 per student 

 Paper towels- in classroom 

 Mini Cupcakes- 1 per student 

 Plastic sandwich bags- to take home cupcakes if students are not permitted to eat 

the cupcake in class. 

 Water cups- 1 per student (yogurt cups located in the art cabinet) 

 Newspaper- 1 sheet per student 

 

SET-UP DEMONSTRATION STATION: 
Choose a table that students will later gather around while you demonstrate the project 

step by step.  Have supplies laid out and ready to go.  Keep your samples within easy 

reach. 

 

PREPARATION: 
 Lay out materials at each desk or group of desks.  You will need to lay out 

newspaper, brushes, water cup, dry paper towel, cupcake, and a plastic palette 

with 3 dollops of white paint.   

 Set up CD player for the music CD. 

 

INTRODUCTION: 
Gain students attention.  Introduce yourself and other volunteers.  Explain that this is the 

Art Enrichment Program and parents get to come to their classroom four (4) times a year 

to learn about artists and have fun making art. 

 

REVIEW: 
Review previous classroom Art Enrichment projects.  “Does anyone remember one of the 

artists we already learned about?  What was special or interesting about that artist’s 

work?” etc.   

 

DISCUSS ARTIST, MASTERPIECE(S), & POSTER(S): 
Gather students to a floor location so that they can view the posters close up.  Discuss the 

artist using the biography information. Present the masterwork(s) and invite discussion 

through observation and questions.   

 

STATE OBJECTIVE: 
Today we will be using tempera paint and to create still life art in the style of Wayne 

Thiebaud. 
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DEMONSTRATE PROCESS: 
 Demonstrate how to paint.  Dip brush in a small amount of color and add to the 

white paint to make a tint.  Explain that you always start with white and add your 

color to the white a little at a time mixing after adding (not the other way around).   

 Show how to rinse the brush and pat it dry on the paper towel gently so as not to 

damage the brush. 

 Each student has room to make 3 tints.  Their palette has 3 dollops of white and 3 

very small amounts of 3 different colors they have chosen 

 Show students how to make vanilla frosting or cake with yellow and white.   

 Show students how to make chocolate frosting or cake with brown and white. 

 Show students how to make other tints such as pink, mint, etc.     

 Add a plate and details with other colors. 

 After all 3 tints are mixed, have students begin painting one cupcake on an edge 

or corner of the paper.  Explain that they will make another one next to it or going 

diagonal across the paper (3-4 cupcakes total) so leave room for the other 

cupcakes.  They can look like the same or different “flavors”.   

 

HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE: 
 Play the music CD while the students work independently. 

 Have the students return to their desks.  They should first write their name on the 

back of the white construction paper. 

 Instruct the students to begin to paint their first cupcake on an edge or in a corner 

of the paper.   

 When on cupcake is complete, they can paint the second cupcake next to or 

diagonal to the first cupcake. 

 Have the students repeat this until there are 2-3 cupcakes across the paper. 

 Have the students add details (real or imagined), such as a plate, sprinkles, 

frosting, candies, etc. 

 It is up to the classroom teacher if eating the still life cupcakes can be done 

after the students are finished with painting.  If they are not going to eat it in 

the classroom, give students a Ziploc bag to put their cupcake in to take home. 

 

CLEAN-UP: 
Clean the paint brushes, palettes, and water cups.  Store brushes upright (bristles up) to 

dry.  Leave bin open so everything can air dry. 

 

CLOSE: 
Discuss lesson and compare/contrast with Thiebaud’s paintings. 


